
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in the Worship Center 
before the service to ask God to 
reveal His power through worship. 

WORSHIP SERVICE   
@ 10a 

Current 

 

PRAYER MEETING @ 9:30a 

EVERY 

SUN 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

 Meets at Harvest Café in the 
church lobby. Doors open at 
7a, study begins at 7:30a. All 
men are cordially invited to 
join us.  

13 
SUN 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY @ 7:30a 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

EVERY 

SAT 

 

HARVEST MONTHLY  

 
     2019 

January 

 

Series 

 

EVERY 

WEEK 

Just Moved Ministry –  meets 

Wednesdays at Harvest @ 10a 

NEW STUDY – Mondays @ 7p 

See the Harvest Women’s page 

for more details! 

18 
FRI 

 
19 
SAT 

 

31 
THUR 

 ALL HARVEST KIDS VOLUNTEERS & PARENTS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PASTOR’S CORNER       

 

Pastor Michael Šust 

msust@harveststlouis.org 

 

Structure Matters 
January 6 (Communion) 
 

What’s Missing in (My)  
Religion? 
Luke 17:11-19 

January 13 

Seven Traits of Biblical  
Discipleship 
2 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

New Series: Plagued by Idols 
Part 2 of our continuing study in Exodus 
 

January 20  

Not “Hapi” About the Water 
Exodus 7:14-25 

 

January 27 

What the “Heqet” Is Up with 
the Frogs?  Exodus 8:1-15 
 

February 3 (Communion) 

Entomophobia 
Exodus 8:16-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to messages during the week at  

 harveststlouis.org/sermons 

 

Leadership is a privilege, but also a burden – one that’s not to be taken 
lightly as it demands much energy, dedication and bearing the weight of 
not only your own failings, but the failings of others (Rom. 15:1-3).  
Leadership is to be shared by creating a deliberate structure wherein the 
secondary responsibilities are shared by other leaders to help the main 
leader bear the weight of the burden. 

Moses saw this need as he said: “How can I bear by myself the weight and 

burden of you and your strife? Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and 

experienced men, and I will appoint them as your heads.”  The people 
understood the wisdom of this vision and responded by saying: “The thing 
that you have spoken is good for us to do.” The Word goes on to say that 
they took the heads of the tribes, wise and experienced men, and set them 
as commanders of thousands, commanders of hundreds, commanders of 
fifties, commanders of tens, and officers of the tribes. (Deut. 1:11–15). 

If things are to move forward in the church, the same principle must apply. 
The Lord Jesus operated the same way when he wanted to get certain 
things done. When he fed the five thousand, the Word says that “he 

commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down 

in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.” (Mark 6:39–40). The greater number of 
people to minister to, the better the structure must be so that all can be 
attended to and people don’t fall through the cracks. 

The year 2018 was marked by a lot of shifting and moving. Our church lost 
several active leaders to relocation (including staff). Whenever leaders 
move on, there is a vacuum created in the structure that must be filled; 
otherwise, chaos takes its place.  

We have some restructuring to do in 2019. Perhaps this is also an 
opportunity to make improvements and implement upgrades to our 
leadership systems. Many of you may remember we discussed these needs 
in our Heart-2-Heart family meeting in November. In order to get this done, 
we need men and women to step up and serve. Please pray about your 
involvement and portion of the burden you could share. It may be a 
leadership of a small group, organizing a certain ministry and taking it the 
next step, joining an existing team or starting a new one. Whatever 
ministry burden you have, don’t leave it there – do something about it!  

Preaching Schedule 

           

Use Your Gifts, Get Involved! 

Ready to go? Ask the 
pastor or elders how 
you can get involved, 
serve, use your gifts 
and make Harvest St. 
Louis a better place. 
Here are most of our 
main discipleship and 
serving ministries: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HARVEST WORSHIP          

Contact: Steve Reischl 

sreischl@harveststlouis.org 

 

Written by Steve Reischl 

Wow! Let me just start off by saying what a joy it was to be able to 
celebrate such a great Christmas season here at Harvest! We were so 
blessed by the youth orchestra that made our Christmas concert so 
incredibly special and the message of hope and joy that God spoke through 
Michael was contagious throughout all of our Christmas services! It truly was 
the most wonderful time of the year! How great is our God!  

And now our eyes turn from the hope of Christmas to the excitement 
of a New Year! Isn’t New Year’s such an interesting season? In some ways, 
the start of a new year begins with a day just like any other day. January 1st 
has the same 24 hours, sunrise, and sunset like any of the other 364 days of 
the year. But somehow, January 1st brings with it the unique freshness that 
only the advent of a new year can bring. I don’t know about you, but 
sometimes I wish New Year’s Day was every day! When I struggle to eat 
right, get in the gym, read scripture daily, etc., I wish I could have that super 
motivated feeling that we all seem to get at the start of the new year!  

What we know, though, is that the new, super motivated “feelings” 
fade for most of us by January 3rd. And while eating right and getting in the 
gym or starting a new hobby are important things, we know that we all have 
much bigger and more important things to fight for and work towards in the 
new year, like growing our relationship with God, investing in your marriage, 
or being consistently intentional with growing the faith of our children. But 
how do we keep our motivation when the motivated feelings fade away? 
How do we keep fighting for what matters most when we frankly just don’t 
feel like it anymore?   

The reality is feelings are temporary, but the Truth of scripture is 
eternal. Whether it’s endeavoring to go deeper in your relationship with 
God, investing in your marriage, or being more intentional with your kids, it 
is so important that our true motivation is rooted in God’s truth and not our 
feelings. Are you desiring to grow your relationship with God just because 
you feel like it’s the “Christian thing to do?” Or are you truly searching after 
God out of gratitude for the gift of salvation He’s given you? Are you 
wanting to invest in your marriage simply so you and your spouse fight less? 
Or are you truly desiring to love your spouse as Christ as loved you and 
showing them a reflection of that love?  

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
but the word of our God endures forever.” -Isaiah 40:8 

In the new year, I would love to challenge us to examine our hearts 
and motives. Whatever goals you have in the new year, is your motivation 
founded in temporary feelings or in the eternal truth of the God’s love? 
Rooting our hearts in God’s truth is the only way our lives will truly change 
for His glory. It’s what gives us courage when we are fearful, strength when 
we are weak, and hope in troubled times. My prayer for you is that Christ 
would lead your heart in the new year and that His blessing would flow 
through your perseverance in the truth!   

What are some ways you 
can jump start your 

relationship with the Lord 
this year?  

 

Do you struggle with building a 
habit of daily scripture reading? 
Listening to God daily through 

scripture is so important! Here’s a 
trick: start small! Consider starting 
the first week of January with just 5 
minutes a day of reading scripture. 
Then, the second week of January, 

bump it up to 10! Try for 15 the 
third week of January, and by the 
4th week, you’ll be spending 20 
minutes, one-on-one with Jesus, 

every morning. Don’t know where 
to start? I would suggest starting 

with one of the Gospels: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, or John! 

 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in serving on 
the Worship or Tech Teams on 
Sunday morning, please shoot me 
an email! We are so excited to 
continue to grow our Worship and 
Teach Teams over the next few 
months, so now is the perfect time 
to start serving! 

Happy New Year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HARVEST KIDS   

Contact: Terri Shukri 

tshukri@harveststlouis.org 

 

 Dangerous Journeys 

Week 1  

Gideon’s Journey 

(Judges 6-7) 

Week 2  

Daniel’s Journey 

(Daniel 1) 

Week 3  

David’s Journey 

(1 Samuel 16:1-17:40) 

Week 4  

Moses’s Journey 

(Exodus 2:1-6:13) 

 

 

Memory Verse – “Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked.” Psalm 1:1a 

When God sends His children on dangerous journeys, He makes sure we 

have everything we need to be careful on the journey.  We can be safe 

when we follow God’s plan.  This plan is found in the Bible.  The Bible is 

God’s Word and teaches us how to be safe and careful every day.  Our 

journey is full of choices.   

We should make choices that are honoring to the Lord even when we don’t 

feel like it, just like when Gideon was scared to fight the Midianites, until 

God showed him that He was powerful. Or when Daniel and his friends 

chose to eat food that God wanted them to eat when King Nebuchadnezzar 

was pressuring them to eat his own food. Or when David trusted that God 

would protect him when he fought Goliath, a warrior twice his size! Or 

when Moses trusted that God would help him save Israel from Egypt. 

Our prayer is that you will learn to be obedient to all of God’s Word and 

when you go home, you will remember to be careful with your choices. 

After all, when God says “Don’t,” He really means, “Don’t hurt yourself” 

because He loves us! 

 

This Month in Harvest Kids 

We are so excited to welcome Terri Shukri as our Interim Director of Harvest Kids! 

Terri and her family have been attending Harvest since the summer. Terri has many 

years of experience as a Children’s Director in her previous churches and was 

gracious enough to step up as our interim director! If you see Terri and don’t know 

her yet, be sure to introduce yourself and thank her for filling this need for our kids!  

Welcome, Terri! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SMALL GROUPS  

Contact: Theodore or Heidi Brooks 
tbrooks@harveststlouis.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year, New Study 
 

+ Wentzville Group, led by Ben & 
Rhea Cartright 

+ Chesterfield Group, led by Bill & 
Wanda Goggin 

+ Des Peres Group, led by Lou & 
Mary Jo Stralka 

+ Additional Group(s) Forming! 

The study we have selected to kick 
off this new season is a six-session 
series based on the book by Lee 
Strobel, The Case for Christ.  As 
Christians, we are called to give a 
defense for the hope that lies 
within us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is nothing this world needs 
more than the hope of Jesus 
Christ.  We want to be as equipped 
as possible to share that hope with 
the world!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: Theodore & Heidi Brooks 

As we enter a new year, all groups will be participating in a church-wide 

study.  For those of you already involved in small groups, a church-wide 

study should not be unfamiliar.  However, for those who are not currently 

participating, this gives you the opportunity to find a group that is the right 

fit, while studying the same content no matter where you go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Season Kicking off 1/13: 

Six Week Study Sessions Include: 
 

• The Investigation of a Lifetime                                         
• Eyewitness Evidence                                                            
• Evidence Outside the Bible                                                
• Analyzing Jesus                                                                     
• Evidence for the Resurrection                                          
• Reaching Your Verdict 

Whether or not you are currently involved in 
a small group, if you intend to be involved in 
one, please stay after church on Sunday, Jan 
13 for a potluck and small group season kick-

off with the rest of your Harvest family!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SMALL GROUPS Cont.  

Contact: Theodore or Heidi Brooks 
tbrooks@harveststlouis.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Do I Love My Small Group? 

In-depth Bible study 

Home study and preparation 

First line of shepherding care 

Biblical fellowship 

Mutual ministry 

Accountability 

Prayer 

 

 
 

▪ I will make my Small Group 

meetings a priority 

▪ I will come to my Small Group 

meeting prepared and on time 

▪ I will maintain confidentiality of 

the personal information that is 

shared within my Small Group. 

▪ I will help create a safe place for 

each member to share with no 

judgments attached. 

▪ I will be accountable to the group 

concerning my personal and 

spiritual goals. 

▪ I understand that my Small Group 

is open to new members, and will 

pray for and expect it to multiply in 

time into new groups to further 

God’s work. 

▪ I will take ownership of my 

responsibility of being faithful, 

accountable, and teachable.  

▪ I will pray for my Small Group 

Leaders and members. 

▪ I will encourage others to foster a 

daily quiet time with God. 

▪ I will pray for the pastors, staff and 

directors of Harvest Bible Chapel to 

continue to seek God’s direction for 

the Small Group Ministry and the 

church. 

 

Written by Robert and Maureen Day 

Maureen: Robert and I have been part of small groups and bible studies 
over the years. But there is something DIFFERENT about our new Harvest 
small group. We’ve been thinking about what that actual difference is, and 
we both separately came up with the same conclusion… authenticity.    

The format of the group is not only refreshing, but we believe vital to the 
success and impact of it. We start with just a touch of chit-chat, which 
leads to praying over our time together and getting right into the Word. 
We all read, share, discuss and offer thoughts about the topic at hand. 
After this engaging portion, we move to what we both considered in the 
beginning to be the most intimidating portion of the night… separate male 
& female break-out groups. At first, we were concerned about what this 
would actually be like. Forty minutes of praying together sounded like a 
real challenge to us. But it didn’t take long for us to realize that this is our 
favorite part of the night. It’s a time to get real. It’s a safe place to unload 
our burdens, fears, and really listen to each other. Then we pray for each 
other again and for those in our lives that are heavy on our hearts.  

Authenticity makes all 
the difference; it’s what 
we all long for and what 
we need in this life. And 
it’s what we enjoy most 
about our small group.   
It is a rare treasure… 

Robert: I’ve been part of and even lead many small groups. But NOTHING 
like this. First, let me say, this small group idea scared me to death as it is 
nothing like we’ve ever done before. Yes, we’ve attended, but it’s always 
been about the social aspect, the food, the hanging out, which is all good 
stuff. And while it helped us grow some, it was still surface level. When we 
started attending Harvest, they told us about the small group ministry. Our 
first thought was, NO WAY… They have this “ACCOUNTABILITY” portion 
which is 45 minutes where the men go with the men and the women go 
with the women. It’s all about being real. No more “how you doin’?” but 
REALLY, “How ARE you doing?” Being open, being honest. Men truly being 
open and raw with each other and likewise the women doing the same. 
Truly doing life, “real life” with others like never before; going deeper than 
ever before. Truly knowing someone and truly being known by someone. 
When was the last time THAT has happened? It is the very nature of a 
human to want to be known. It is in our DNA. Our group has been like a 
lifeboat for us when we needed it most. Church is great and a great place 
to be fed. But I don’t know another place of accountability that brings true 
growth like our small group. 

 

Small Group Values 

Small Group Covenant 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HARVEST WOMEN   

Contact: Debbie Breneman 

dbreneman@harveststlouis.org 

 

A Look Into 2019 
Written by Debbie Breneman 

Happy New Year, Harvest Ladies! Are you busy getting reorganized 
after the hustle and bustle of the holidays?  If you’re like me, you’re 
packing up, cleaning out, and trying to get life back on track.  What better 
time to focus on the important things and engage with the Lord? With that 
in mind, here is a little preview of what’s in store in 2019 for our women’s 
ministry! 
 
Bible Studies 

We have some new Bible study options coming up this month that 
you may want to check out.  Our Thursday morning ladies studies kick-off 
again on January 17th at 10:00am with the spring studies.  We are offering 
two studies this spring.  First, our “After the Boxes are Unpacked” study for 
those who have recently moved or are adjusting to some other major life 
change.  If this is you, you are welcome to join us on Thursdays at 10a at 
church!  Help us get the word out to anyone you know or may meet who is 
dealing with the adjustments of a move.  Second, we are also looking for 
facilitators for the Beth Moore study “Breath: The Life of God in Us,” which 
would also be on Thursdays at 10a. Could this be your calling? If you would 
like to lead this study, please contact me! 

I’m also happy to announce that we have a new ladies’ evening 
study option starting up on Monday evenings for those of you who can’t 
attend a daytime study.  Please read the side article for special info from 
facilitators Jennifer Schumacher and Jennifer Schafer. 

Consider joining us for one of these studies.  Let’s get into God’s 
Word and see what He has for us together!   
 
Special Events 

Our first special event is the Beth Moore/Living Proof Live 
conference in Memphis, TN on March 29-30.  We will have group rate 
tickets available for $59 per person and will do all we can to keep costs low 
so as many as possible can attend.  Carpool will leave mid-day on Friday 
and shared hotel rooms will be available for Friday night.  Set that weekend 
aside right now so you can breakaway with us for this short trip.   Plan to 
get renewed, refreshed, and rejuvenated!  

We are also looking at the possibility of a ladies luncheon or tea and 
a retreat in 2019.  Do either of these sound right up your alley?  Then we 
need your input to make it all happen!  I’m excited about getting to know 
all of you better through studies, retreats, and special events. Join our 
efforts and plan to attend the planning meeting on January 20th.  For more 
info, reach out to me at dbreneman@harveststlouis.org.  2019 will be the 
best year yet for our Harvest Women! 
 

 

 

New Mon. Night Bible Study 

“Commit your work 

to the Lord, and 

your plans will be 

established.”  

 Proverbs 16:3 

We have a tremendous opportunity 
to discover two pivotal women of the 
Bible: Esther and Ruth.  We are 
seeking a group of ladies who would 
look forward to an engaging 
discussion about either book about 
one of these two ladies.   
 
Our very own Harvest Office 
Administrator and Biblical Soul Care 
Counselor, Jennifer Schumacher, will 
lead the discussion. Here’s what you 
need to know: 
 
Duration: 6 weeks 
When: Mondays at 7p 
Where: Jennifer Shafer’s house OR at 
church 
 
What do you need to do?  

1. Let us know you are 
interested!   

2. Tell us which book you prefer: 
Esther or Ruth. 

3. Engage and experience 
fellowship through the Word 
with fellow Harvest ladies!   

 
Contact Jennifer Schumacher for 
details! 
jschumacher@harveststlouis.org 

 

 

mailto:dbreneman@harveststlouis.org
mailto:jschumacher@harveststlouis.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stewardship Report 

December 2018 

 Actual Budget 

Week 1 7,344 8,828 

Week 2 4,384 8,828 

Week 3 9,349 8,828 

Week 4 15,227 8,828 

Week 5 7,357 8,828 

Total 43,661  44,140 
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